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this reason, it was also called 'Adhi Theertha' Parama
Thimbu (superior to all others) 'Siva Theertha' (as it
confers unalloyed happiness on those who bathe in it).
Gnana Theeertha" (as it confers Gnana) and Moksha
theertha -(as it confers Moksha). It is also called Siva
Ganga as the Lord sprinkled Ganges water from his head
on this tank.

The city of Madurai in South India is an
important pilgrim centre for Hindus all over India. The
shrine of Lord Siva there is very famous and the place is
considered to be Bhooloka Kailasam. The presiding
deities   are   Goddess   Meenakshi  and   Lord
Somasundareswara. The Kshetra is called Hatasya
Kshetra. Lord Somasundareswara is credited for having
performed sixty four leelas which are described in the
Halasya Mahatmya Puranam (in Sanskrit) and
Thiruvilaiyadal puranam (in Tamil).

The Leelas of the Lord are believed to have
been narrated to sage Agastya by Lord Subramanya and
by the sage Agastya to other sages in the circumstances
mentioned below.

Sage Sootha, well known disciple of sage Vyasa
and the exponent of the eighteen Mahapuranam,
distributed to sage Vyasa, was once seated in the
thousand pillared Mandapa on Mount Kailasa, the abode
of Lord siva. Then Sadanata and several other sages
approached sage Sootha and enquired him about the
most meritorious Siva Kshetra with reference to the
merits of Sthala, Theertha and the boon-giving qualities